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Leader's Study Notes
Read Luke 15:1-3 and 8-10 noting the 
value of the lost item.

Use the following notes to help you think about 
the passage in more detail.
This is the second of three parables that Jesus told 
to the Pharisees and teachers of the law in response 
to their accusations. Jesus had already explained 
the reason for his fellowship with ‘sinners’ – he had 
come as a doctor for sick people, to bring sinners 
to repentance (5:31-32). Now Jesus focuses on an 
even greater reason: God himself is pleased when 
lost souls are saved because he cares for them.
15:1-3 The Pharisees were angry with Jesus for 

associating with ‘wicked’ people. They 
believed that this was unacceptable for 
a Jew, even to teach others about God! 
Jesus responded to his critics in the form 
of a parable.

15:8 Just one silver coin was the equivalent of 
a day’s wages. These coins were therefore 
very valuable and it is only natural that the 
woman	would	be	anxious	to	find	the	 lost	
one.

15:9-10	 As	with	 the	 first	 parable	 Jesus	 told,	 the	
implication is that God rejoices over every 
individual sinner who repents and that 
God’s people share in his happiness.

The Lost Coin
Luke 15:1-3, 8-10

Big Idea : Jesus told a parable about a woman searching for a lost coin to teach 
that God cares about sinners and longs for them to be saved.

Aim : To teach that God cares about every sinner and rejoices when they 
repent.

Lost – Week 2

The Story So Far
Week 1:
•	 Jesus	told	a	parable	about	a	man	finding	his	

lost sheep to teach that God rejoices over 
every sinner who repents.
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Teaching Plan
The core of the session.
The action of the Bible text is told as a story 
for younger children and explained. Or the 
Bible text is taught as a simple Bible study 
for older children.

Introductory Idea
Introduces this week's lesson.
Pose the questions at the end of the Introductory 
Idea. This gives children something to look out 
for in the lesson and helps their concentration. 
These get answered later in the session.

Session Outline

Game Idea
Not essential.
Reinforces the lesson aim in a 
fun way and provides a way of 
displacing energy!

Review the questions posed 
in the Introductory Idea.

Discuss and Apply
Not to be missed!
This is where the children can be quizzed on 
the content and meaning of the Bible story. 
Questions and discussion are needed to apply 
this Bible story to the children's everyday lives. 
They should do most of the talking.

Prayer Idea
Use the prayer idea or just encourage each 
child to pray about an aspect of the lesson.

Memory Verse
A fun way of remembering the key verse for 
the series.

Activity
An opportunity to reinforce the lesson. For 
younger children, Activity A or B will be 
suitable. For older children, Activity C or D 
can be used to facilitate the Teaching or the 
Discuss and Apply section – some children 
prefer a lively discussion to completing written 
answers.

Review
Review the previous lesson using the 
questions provided as well as any of the visual 
aids that were used for the previous lesson. 
This is helpful for children who may have 
missed that session.

Review
Review the previous lesson using the 
following questions:

•	 Why did the man celebrate? 
[He had found his lost sheep (15:5-6)]

•	 Who else celebrated with him? 
[His friends and neighbours (15:6)]

•	 What makes God very happy/celebrate? 
[One sinner who repents (15:7)]

Introductory Idea
Option 1: Higher or Lower? Before the 
lesson gather a range of items or pictures 

of items of different value. Make sure that you include 
a few surprisingly cheap and expensive items. Label 
the bottom of the items with their value to help you 
remember how much each is worth then place them 
together in a box or bag. You could also have a small 
prize ready for the winner of this game.
Get two volunteers to stand at the front of the class 
either	side	of	a	table.	Choose	who	will	go	first	and	
place one of the items from your bag onto the table 
to start. Tell them the value of the item and then place 
a second item next to it on the table.
The child whose turn it is must guess whether the 
second	item	is	of	more	or	less	value	than	the	first	by	
saying ‘higher’ or ‘lower’. If they guess correctly they 
continue their turn; tell them the value of the second 
item;	place	the	first	on	the	floor	under	the	table;	and	
take a third item from the bag, placing it on the table 
next to the second.
They can then guess whether the third item is ‘higher 
or lower’ than the second. If, however, the child 
guesses incorrectly the other child takes their turn 
instead. Continue the game in this way. The child 
who guesses the value of the last item correctly wins 
the prize.
Talk about how hard it was to know the value of some 
items. Were there any that were really obvious? 
Which did they think was the most expensive? 
Today’s true story from the Bible is about a woman 
who owned something very valuable, but lost it. [Use 
the Bridge Questions below to create a link with the 
lesson.]
Option 2: Missing Treasure. Before the lesson 
place a range of about twenty small items on a tray 
(with very young children you will need to use fewer 
items.) These should be everyday items such as a 
pencil or scrap of paper, but make sure that one item 
is exceptionally valuable to the children. This could 
simply be a banknote or something else that stands 
out. Cover the tray with a tea towel and place it on 
a table.
Choose two volunteers and explain that you are 
going to give them thirty seconds to remember as 



missing treasure
Talk about why it took them longer to realise the 

other items were missing than it did with the 
valuable item.  

When something is so valuable we tend to notice!  
Today’s true story from the Bible is about a woman 

who owned something very valuable; when she 
lost it she noticed that it was missing

Game



Read
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https://youtu.be/yvHxUxjaboE

Watch



Silver 
searchers
Game



God is just like the woman who lost 
her coin – he cares about sinners, 
searches for them and is happy 

whenever one person turns back to 
him and trusts in Jesus.



Wrap it 
upApply

https://youtu.be/TK9Dq1GMhUo



Sing
https://youtu.be/SLISGZhdrVM



Mem!y 

v"se
https://youtu.be/UqVYdA5mvTY



Pray Dear Heavenly Father 

Thank you that you love all of us so much. Thank you 
that you search after all your lost children, just like 

the woman in our story searched after her lost coin. 
May we never forget how valuable we are to you. 

Please will you help us to care about the people who 
don’t know you just as much as you care for them. 

Help us to celebrate with all of Heaven when 
someone we know repents and follows you. 

Amen


